[Results of surgical treatment of cancer of the common bile duct as a function of age].
The aim of this study was to determine whether an age greater than 70 years constitutes a risk factor in subjects who undergo surgery for cancer of the common bile duct. From a total population of 758 cases, 216 patients belonged to this age group. Tumour lesions did not appear to be more progressive in patients over 70 years, however there was a significantly higher incidence of visceral involvement in the latter group. The rate of palliative procedures was comparable in the under 70 and over 70 years groups. However, hepatectomy and hepatic transplantation were only carried out in patients under 70 years. Mortality increased with age both for palliative and curative surgery. The mortality rates were respectively 10% and 10.1% under 70 years and 41% and 49.1% over 70 years. These results should therefore lead to the choice of endoscopic drainage procedures in more elderly patients. However, in the absence of a contraindication to anaesthesia, surgery remains indicated when curative resection is envisaged, in cases of distal stenosis of the bile duct or for failure of other methods.